NIGHT WATCH

Recent works of Shuvaprasanna




NIGHT WATC

Recent Works: Mixed Media & Sculptures

of

SHUVAPRASANNA

| 5th February — | st March, 2008
Art Alive Gallery, New Delhi




N

Nt VVatch

0

by Ina Puri

Shuvaprasanna is 2 child of the hallowed midnight hour

when India, in the words of its first prember Jawaharlal Nehru,
wias preparing 1o keep its tryst with destiny. But he grew up

i 3 warkd where the eupheric flush of optimism at having
shaken off the yoke of Britlsh rule quickly gave way 10 a sense
of national apathy and despain As a young adult, he sought

his sdentity in the vortex that was India, post-independence,
Powerty, joblessness and a gnawing disilusion only added 1o his
feeling of being marginalised. Like other young men, he 1o felt

inspired by the radical teachings of the age.

The intellectuals, especially in Bangal, saw the Leftists as a
political party that shared their sensitilities and, for decades
aloryg with the rest, Shuvaprasanna toeo saw no reasen 1o

change his idealogical leanings. However, the recent spate



of ordered viclence, organised with brutal precision by that
sarme party changed all that. The initial outpouring of betrayal
and incredulity gave way to anger and retaliation, The artist
expressed his views unequivocally and walked in sifent protest

glongside the multitudes in processions that just grew in size

a¢ days passed, drawing attention to the scandal of Nandigram,

where goans plundered, maimed, raped and slaughtered 1o

brirg @ motley group of then unarmed villagers to their knees

because they dared to disabey the pawerful State government,

Each morming's newspapers published yet more devastating
agoounts of the unequal battle. For the intelligentsia, it was
a throwback to the violence that ravaged the state in the
19705, Orly, the killing fields of Mandigram, circa 2007 was

micre visible, telecast as they were into polite drawing rooms.

Faor Shuvaprasanna, now in his 60s, this was now a part of his

personal history.

This is part of the sub-text to his imagery addressing the angst-
riciden turmail of present-day West Bengal, Shuvaprasanna’s
drawings and paintings stem from the mood of the present
times. If the village pand is lush with pretty pink lotus blooms,
this is naot the time to natice them because, not toa far away,

lie the rotting carcasses of butchered bodies - men, maybe
children or women, There Is, all arcund, the cloving, sweet smell
of death. The green paddy fields are haunted with the sceptre

of the slain,

shorn of any religious affiliation, the foot soldiers enact their

rodes in Mandigrarm's Butcher’s Theatre like puppets, While as



a thinking person, the artist Is weighed down by the savagery
e i5 witness to, there is anather life that struggles (o claim

his attention, Like the flowers that stubbosnly refuse 1o wither
in the barren battle-scarred felds, the imagery of the plants

s imbued with sexual energy and abandon. The unbeidled
sexuality of the lower-image opening out as if to seek an
Imnocent umon is 1o reiterate that, beneath all the brutality
and bloodletting, these is life and love, The nectars, petal, pollen,
stamen, fip, detailed in voluptuous conbours ane an abstraction
of erotica almost. Shuvaprasanna refers to the Tantrik Art or
even the ancient texts where the male and female celebrate
it urion with complete joy. The creepers, flawers and leaves
ra-enact the tableaux of love-making with the same passion.

Viclence and lust are connected in the bizame and macabre

arabesque thus.

Once upon a time, in the
popalar nursery rhymes and
fabides that children grew up on
or even in the partachitras of
woge, the cat was the epitome

af domesticity, In the artists

present oeuvie, hawever, in
thelr changed roles, they are predators, the fanged, vicious,
snarfing creatures of the night. Perhaps you're famdiar with
Teonds; a series that Shuvaprasanna had once worked on, The
paintings consisted of the gods and goddesses accompanied
by their wahana, Thus, Durga stood majestically proportioned

on a lion, Lakshmi had a docile awl at her feet, Saraswati a

swan. Today, the divinities have forsaken the devotees and in
their place, animals and birds refgn in splendid solitude. The
owl, with its plercing eves, has an armour of feathers stiffened
with hostility, The deadly hawk, its beak and talons curved in
predatory preparation, appears ready 1o swoop on the urwary,
preening, even chawvinistically aware of his prowess, Thiny are
the predators seaking new preys, with their senses abert to the
ranutest sound o blur of movement, S8ent as the grawve until
they go For the kill, jubilant that they will be the victors - that is

nature’s diktat.

On Shuvaprasanna's canvas,
the cat stretches out its limbs
in agile, cofling and sinuous
Muidiry. I this viswal drama,
there is no escaping the artist’s
mastery as he balances the

farms te bring about a complex

choreography, In their sheer

vitality and power, they make a thrilling impact.. .almaost like
the suspense thriller in its vividness Vulturine. Rapacious. The
creatures af the night, like their sub-human counterparts, are
keepers of the night. The dexterity with which Shuvaprasanna
approaches his subject is not puzzling for one who has followed
his art. For as long as one can remember, the artist has made
his protagonist, the wbiguitous crow, the ever-familiar icon ane
associates with the city of Caloutta, Perched atop the electric
wines connecting destant pales, the crow in Shuvaﬂras-ama'sl

pictorial word is omnipresent, keeping an eye on the ways of



the world and the wodd is no wiser—and that is a parade if of the sculpted animals to embeliish or adorn is perhaps ironic.
There ever was cne. There is a rophy waon after all and the victor is in a jubilant

rood.
Sculptures add another dimension to the painter’s oeuvre and

are again a complex exploration of the artist's personal angst That child of the bewitched midnight hour is an older man and
abaout the state of the world. Like Crwell, the artist uses the he would still like to keep the hope alive that one day there will
irmagery of animals to reflect on present climes, The owls, cats be justice for all. But until that happens, people have emptied
and boar are pradatars who stalk their victims in the dead of the  his pictorial landscape and the divinities have fled. Only the

right. Shuvaprasanna’s use of metallic sheen on the body parts  ereatures of the nocturnal world keep vigil »

i Puri i 5 authar, columinist, independent cusator and film peoducer, She began her journdy by putting together aliernate theatre festhals and irncwative,
conberrgorary shows by itk known aetists in Kolkata, Conbempedarny A scon becams her prime obsession and, for ower 3 decade now, 1na has Tocused he
wnanghis on the art scene in moden India. Ber work a5 an independent curates and impresanio, with practically very leod ng amist of the diy, has sfowed Ina to
wndenand nd vigw the Contemponiny scen from very different vantage poinis.

Il chosee s lation with Manjit Bawa has resulted in 2 senies of memorable shawws, a3 well a5 the Raiod Kemal swasd-winning documentary — Meetng Mdrir
fdrecned by Buddhadet Dasgupta) which shie alss co-soripted. Ina i alse the authar of I Block & White, the definitve biography of Manjit B,

I perween all that thouwgh, ina hasn strayed from her basic objectie of promating yaung indizn artists o fram putting bes fingers in a3 removed a ple as the
Biography of sanboce maeitnd Pandn Shiv Kumar Shanma, doueney Winh a Hundsea Seings, o, for thar maner, The Busirared Histovy of he Baj Bhavan in Kokata,
I il revnaing fiemnly committed te the peomation of youndg artists and of new idess.

Shee it rescently edied Fades of Indken Art a definitive bock documenting ssudios of indian artists. She has also comgpleted scripting and co-groduting &
documendary On Fogma Vihushan awandes PL Shiv Kurmar Sharma ina Puri 5.8 conduitant with Emami At Foundation,
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The Cat  Charcoal & Acndic on Paper 227 307



Street Dogs Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper 27.5"x 395"












The Goat
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The Cat  Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper 307k 227












TheHog Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper  27.57x 395°









TheBird Bronze 17x13'x95"












Street Dog  Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper  27.5"x 395"
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The Owl Charcoal & Acrylicon Board  157¢ 157






lusion Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper  307x 22°












The Owl Charcoal & Acrylic on Paper  30%x 22°






Musion Bronze 197x13%x 16
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SHUVAPRASANNA

1947

1969

Boen in Calouma

Graduated from indian College of Art (FE. Unhersity, Calcuma)

Solo Exhibitions

1972

1976
1977
1978
1979
1880
15381

1583

1585
1987
1983
1989

1 ST
1992
15993
1594
1995

1607

1000

Birla Acadermy, Calcutta

Triveni Kala Sangam, Mew Delhi

Gallery "Les Hisondalled” Gandva, Switdecland

Triweni Kala Sangam, New Delhd; Gallery atlantis, Ab-En-Provance, France
Gallery Dienbarg, Geneva, Switoerland,

Décor Art Gallery, Calcutta

Trivend Kala Sangam, Mew Delh

Walbungischule, Werl. Germary: Max Mueller Bhavan, Calcurna

Hational Musewm, & ngapore; Triveni Kala Sangam, Mew Dedhi

Max Mueller Bhavan, Calourta: Triveni Kala Sangarm, Mew Delh

Caloutta An Gallery, Catoutta; Jehangir art Gallery, Mumbal; Kreissparkasse, Ludwigsburg,
Germany: Volkshoschule, Essen, Germany

Pai o Calcutta

s Home Galles

Birla Acaderny, Calcutta

10 Gallery. Munich, Germarny: 5t Paulus Pastelite, Ludwigsbung, Germany

Jehanagir Art Gallery, Mumbai; The Gallery, Chennai

Indian Museurn, Calcutta; Jehangir A Gallery, Muambai; Stdharani Art Gallery, Mew Delhi
At Age Gallery, Calcutty; La Gallerie, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Birla Acadenny, Caloulra

Funstvensin Ludwigsburg, Germany; Studio Helrmd Precther, Augsburg, Germany
"Metrapalis”; Portraits of Calcutta; A GaBlery, Calcurta; ABC Gallery, Benaras

Viadehra Art Gallery, Mew Delhl; Gaflerie Geeswal Mohanjeer, Paris, France

Fainter’s Home Gallery, Calcurta; Gallery Sanskriti, New Delh

Joint Shon with Shipra Bhamachanya, A Today, New Delh

An Appreciation of Ted Hughes, Exhibition of Crow Paintings, British Coundil, Calcua A
I, M Dedhs

Shiraprasanna’ lcon & Retrospective, indira Gandhd National Centre for the Arts, coganized



2002

2004

2005

2006

2007

by Art Irvdus, News Drelhi; Fine Art Company, Mumbai; Gallery Sumukha (Recent & Past) at
Bangalore; Artwarld, Chennai: Fine Art Company, Mumbai

Jeans and lllusicns' organized by Gallery & Arts India, Mew York, USA Madhura at At Art
Incus, Mew Delhi,

'Lila’ at Seidharni Art Gallery organized by Arindus, New Delhi, The Golden Flute™at Galtery
Artsindia, Mew York,

The Galden Flute” at Cymroza Art Gallery, Mumibai arganized by Indian Fine Art & Cymiroza
Art Gallery.

“Evocative Expressions” in Quest of Krshna at Art Alive Gallery, Mew Delhi and sarme show at
ITC, Sonar Barvgla Art Gallery, Kolkata; The Devirse Flute, at Arts India West, USA,
*Madhura — The Golden Flute” at Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre by Indian Contemporary.

International Exhibitions

1985
1986
1950
1991

1982
1993
1935
1997

1958

2004

2005

2007

2008

I Asian Art Biennkal, Bangladesh

Il International Biennial, Havana, Cuba

Il Imternaticnal Biennlal, Ankara, Turkey

Wil international Triennial India, Mew Delhi, Visived United States under the auspices of the
USIA; Visited England under the sponsorship of Beitish Cowncil,

“To Encounter Others], Kassel, Germany.

Visited Germany under the sponsarship of Inter Mations.

1l Internaticnal Biennial of Prints, Bharat Bhavan, Bhapal,

Indian Contermporany Paintings, Christies, London

Comemparary Indian Paintings, Sotheby's, New York

Gth EME Triennale Mondiale DEstampes Petit Format 2003 in France

Seenes from a Vovage organized by Art Voyage in association with Art Pilgrim; Parbon
2004, group exhibition at Sheraton Haotel, Dhaka, organized by The High Comemission of
india in Dhaka, Real Concepts and MAA consortium, Dhaka.

“Group exhibiton” at Reflections Art Gallery, Hong Kong.

“Group exhibition”at Singapore arganized by Gallery at Positive; "Group exhibition” at
Singapore organized by Gallery Art Resource Trust; "Group exhibition”at Singapone
organized by Fiidaa art,

“Pawer of peace’ar Ball organized by Tao Art Gallery; "Group exhibition” at Singapare
arganized by Fildaa art; "Group exhibition” at Singapore organized by Rangali arg Tehelka art
auction at Lendon, organized by Bonham's, Art Auction’ at Hew Yark organized by Kmoma
& Chiristies; “Group exhibition” at Singapore erganized by Artworkd; group exhibitionat
Dulbal organized by My$tic Inspiration,

“India Spendor” ar Singapare organized by Habiart Fourdation,



Workshops

1982

1983

1983

190

1951

1962
1993

19895

2005

Poster Workshop, British Council, Calcutta

All India Fainting Workshop, Ma Muelier Bhavan, Calcutta

Workshop in Hormiman Musaum, London.

Fainting Workshop in Coonaoar, Chennas War and Peace, Indo-Gerrnan Amists Camp, hMax
Mueller Bhavan, Caloutia

Advanced Lithography Workshop with Tamarind institute, USA, and Lalit Kala Akademi,
Chennai.

Gangotsav Art Camp at Riverside Diamond Harbour, West Bengal.

Graphics Workshap in Obergrabenpresse, Dresden, Germany; Druck and Publikations
GmbH and Kupferdruckerer Lothar Becker in Munich, Germany; Painting Workshop of
Artists fram Bangladesh and West Bengal, at Bangladesh Deputy High Commission,
Calcutta,

International Workshop - Art and Mature, Mew Deldhi; Graphics Workshop in
Obegrabenpresse, Dresden, Germany,

Warkshop on Contemparany Works of Bengali Antists, Bengal Foundation, Dhaka,
Bangladesh.

Painting Warkshop at Taj Bengal, Calcuna; Painting Workshop at Taj Palace Hotel Rew
Dethi; Painting Workshop at Taj Coromandsl, Chennd), Painting Workshop at Myher, Madhya
Pradesh.

Art in Nature, Indo-German Workshop in connection with German Festival in India,

At workshop' organized by Sanghi Industries at Hyderabad

Le Real Meridian Murnbai Art Camp'onganized by Gallery Beyond

Kodaikanal Art Camp organized by Artwarld, Chennai; rtists workshop' organized by Surya
Prakash at Hyderabad; Artists workshop' arganized by Eastern Command HC: Dubai Arg
Camp onganized by Intex, Dubai,

it workshop' organized by Gandhara Art Gallery, Kolkata; Le Royal Meridian Mumbal Art
Camp' organized by Gallery Beyond; Kodaikanal Art Camp organized by Arpworld, Chennai.
Sauth Affica Art Camp organized by Gallery Nwvya, Mew Delhi; ITC ar Cam, Kolkata,
organized by Popular Prakashan, Murmbai,

Intercontinental art camp organized by Intercontinental Marine Drive and Indian Fine

Art, Mumbai; Cambaodia art camp’ oeganized by Gandhara Art Galleny; Art meet at Gualier’
crganized by Institute of Technology & Management; Russia art camp’ organized by Gallery
Art Resource trust; Londan an camg’ crganized by Old woeld Hospleality’,'Printrmaking
carnp’ organized by Gallery Rasa; Myanmar art camp’ organized by The Eye Within.

"Art warkshop'at Hyderabad, organized by Gallery Space; Camp Vatsayana' at Varanasi
ciganized by Different Strokes; At warkshop'ar Hyderabad, organized by Ochre India;
Srulpture waorkshop' at laipur organized by Gallary Sanskriti; China workshop onganized
by Filmilogic; Europe workshop® anganized by Gallery Sanskriti; Edinburgh workshop”at
Edinburgh organized by Fritish Mandy Communication.




Awards

1979
1978
1977

Awarded by AIFACS, New Delhi
Hevardied by S1ate Lalit Kala Akademi, West Bangal
Awearded by Birla Acadermy, Caloutta,

Art Organizational Works

196%  Founder member, Art and Artists, Caloutta,

1970 Joined Calcurna Painters, Caloutta

1972 It Secretary. Calourta Art Fair

1974 Member, CIRCA Geneva, Switzerland

1576 Founded College of Visual Arts, Calcutta

1984  Founded Arts Acre, An Artists Village, Calcutta.

Publications

1976 Edited with Shakti Chattopadhway, Anarchy and the Blue

1977 Published Artist, a Collection of Woedcut Prints

1981 Editor Art Today, a journal on movemnent of contemparary visual arts in India

1982  Edited Portfolio The Dream and Reality (a collection of drawings)

1983 Edited Portfolio The Eyes of Time (3 collection of drawings)

1993 Published Serween the Farth and the Sky

1995 Published Wondering Silence (Drawings and Conternporary Bengali Foems)
Published Shuttie Portfolio of Graphics and verses by Obergrabenpresse, Dresden and
Calcuma.

1998 Published Bishanng Swadesh (Drawings with Poems of Partha Raha)

1999 Published Ma-Nishad (Drawings with Poems of Jay Goswami}

2000 Published Shuvaprasanng: Vision Reality and beyond by Chitrotpala Mukherjee.

2002 Published "Aarmaar Chielebela® an autoblography of Shuvaprasanna

2003 Published “Swapna, Swapnd nay’ a Bengali short stories for children's by Shuvaprasanna: Tal
of the Real- Contemparary Indian Artists of Bergal” published by Magpin,

2005 Published "Onno Magorik® a collection of proses by Shuvaprasanng.

Permanent Collections

Maticnal Gallery of Modern Art, Mew Delhi; Lalit Kala Akademi, Mew Delhi; Govt, Collsge
of Art, New Delhi; UP State Lalit Kala Akademi,; Chandigarh Museum; Punjab University;
MCERT, Mew Dedhi: Birta Academy, Caloutta; Air India; Taj Group of Hotels; Times of India
Group; WHO Genseva; Kratel SA Stuttgart, Germaniy; Glenbarra Art Museurn, Japan; HEART,
India; Radisson Ffort, Raichak, West Bengal; The Museum of Modern Art, Sitoma, Japar:
Gujarat Heavy Chernicals, Dethi, Telecom Venture Group, Hong Kong, etc
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